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WHO

A unique public-public partnership of 26 public funding
agencies:
• From currently 20 countries around Europe plus

Canada

• R&D, innovation, health & regional support focus

WHY:

1. Enhancing older adults’ quality of life through
innovative digital technology-based solutions

2. Support long-term sustainability of health & care

systems

3. Strengthening the emerging industrial base in

Europe
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European Innovation Partnership on 
Active and Healthy Ageing
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• Launched to increase the average healthy
lifespan by two years by 2020 and to 
pursue a a Triple win for European citizens

• 102 Reference Sites to scale up innovation 
for active and healthy ageing 

• Twinning Schemes





IMPACT OF EU ACTION
BENEFITS FOR CITIZENS

Health 
Data

Horizon 2020 
DG CNECT has funded more than 180 R&I projects through Horizon 2020 under 
Societal Challenge 1 ‘Health, demographic change and wellbeing’. 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
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SmartWork builds a worker-centric AI system for work 
ability sustainability, integrating unobtrusive sensing and 
modelling of the worker state with a suite of novel services 
for context and worker-aware adaptive work support. Formal 
and informal carers are able to continuously monitor the 
overall health status and risks of the people they care for, 
thus providing full support to the older office worker for 
sustainable, active and healthy ageing. 
www.smartworkproject.eu

FreeWalker integrates several proven components of AAL assistive devices and 
technologies, for a flexible and versatile solution for guiding and monitoring 
elderly or impaired persons in the outdoor environment and supporting 
caregivers by providing emergency information to recover disoriented persons 
safely. The primary target groups in FreeWalker are persons with cognitive 
impairments living at home or in an intramural care organization, and their 
(in)formal carers. www.freewalker-aal.eu

SAAM - Supporting Active Ageing through Multimodal 
Coaching- creates a virtual assistant supporting people 
over 60 years living in their own homes and the work of 
those taking care of them (family, friends, and social 
carers). 
https://saam2020.eu/ 

Citizen empowerment – some H2020 examples

http://www.smartworkproject.eu/
http://www.freewalker-aal.eu/
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i-PROGNOSIS - enables early Parkinson 
disease detection and improves patients' 
health-related quality of life as the disease 
progresses over time. 
http://www.i-prognosis.eu

HEARTMAN - The HeartMan System provides patients 
with heart failure with a personalized exercise plan, 
nutrition advices and medication reminders, as well as 
assistance in self-monitoring and managing their 
environment. http://heartman-project.eu/

Sound of Vision – A wearable assistive system with 
enough capabilities to substantially alleviate the situation 
of visually impaired people. It allows them to perceive the 
environment and move independently, in indoor or 
outdoor areas. https://soundofvision.net/

RAMCIP – A service robot supporting 
elderly persons with Mild Cognitive 
Disorder and early Alzheimer's 
Disease in their daily activities at 
home. http://www.ramcip-project.eu

Novel Empowering Solutions and 
Technologies for Older people to 
Retain Everyday life activities. The 
main concept is to develop 
NESTORE as a friend and a coach 
able to support both the individual 
and the social dimension. By 
understanding the emotional status 
as well as the 'weaknesses' of the 
user, NESTORE can propose 
actions and activities that improve 
and maintain wellbeing. 

http://www.i-prognosis.eu/
http://heartman-project.eu/
https://soundofvision.net/
http://www.ramcip-project.eu/


• The European Commission supports the deployment of Digital Health with 
EU Structural funds. A mapping of the investments in Health and eHealth is 
available here. This will continue under the new MFF as well.

• Horizon Europe partnership: “Transforming health and care systems”

• EU4Health

• Recovery and Resilience Facility – 750 Billion EUR

• Digital Europe Programme – AI, Cybersecurity, Interoperability, HPC, Skills

ERDF, Horizon Europe, EU4H, RRF, DEP 

https://www.esifforhealth.eu/pdf/Mapping_Report_Final.pdf


Recovery and Resilience Plan



European Digital Innovation Hubs provide technological expertise and 
experimentation facilities to enable the digital transformation of the 

industry and the public sector

Test before invest: 
Testing HPC, AI, cybersecurity, blockchain for public 

admin
Facilitate agile procurement through working with 

smaller GovTech suppliers 
Giving advice on digital by default

Skills and training:
Awareness raising about the potential of AI, HPC, 

cybersecurity and European CEF DSIs.
Training public administrations on CEF DSIs, once only 

principle, Single Digital Gateway, eIDAS, etc. 

Support to find investments:
DIHs could help public administrations develop 
specifications for joint innovation procurement 

(PPI/PCP)

Innovation ecosystem and networking 
opportunities

Replicating  locally developed digital public services via 
DIHs

Offering CEF DSIs to SMEs Liaising with DIH of other 
specialisation

DIHs as one-stop-
shops



Thank you!
@eHealth_EU

@DSMeu

Irina.Kalderon-Libal1@ec.europa.eu

• eHealth: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/policies/ehealth
• R&D&I: http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
• Digital Programme: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4043_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/policies/ehealth
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4043_en.htm

